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This increase of more than 700 percent in a short
period of time also includes, as you know, congregate housing
services.  This fall we will launch a new independent living
demonstration project to expand on what we have already done.
This will dramatize low existing federal programs that might in
the past have not been focused on this single issued can be
coordinated and utilized more effectively and more efficiently
to make independent living possible for more handicapped people.

One of the most fundamental and cherished rights

accorded  to all citizens in our society is the riaht to move freely,
yet architectural barriers, as you well, remain a constant reminder
to disabled Americans that our nation has not completely opened
its doors to all of our citizens.  We cannot rebuild a nation overniaht
which ignored this problem for generations, but we can provide access
to all public buildings.  By October of this year, construction will
be underway in virtually all federal buildings to make them
accessible to handicapped people.  (Applause.)

I was honored to have sponsored the first White House
Conference on Handicapped Individuals and to have participated in
it with many of you assembled in this room today. And I'm proud
that Dr. Howard Rusk will chair the National Council on the Handicanped.
I will name other remaining members of this Council later on todav.

Dr. Rusk will provide strong leadership in this important
step as he advises witfh me and my Administration and others on isses
affecting handicapped persons.  If you have good ideas on how we miqht
do a better job, be sure to let those ideas come through him to rne
and to be utilized throughout our nation.

Above all, in considering problems of the handicapped/
every adult citizen should be able to participate in the most basic
"of civil rights, and that is voting.  You and I must continue to
encourage state and local and party officials to increase their
effort to make polling places accessible and to provide alternate
registration and voting methods to assure greater opportunity for
political participation by handicapped citizens who must stay in
their homes.

For many handicapped Americans transportation is the
first barrier to participation in other activities. The Department
of Transportation is now working to ensure that newly purchased
equipment in the nation1s public transportation systems will be
accessible to all. We will continue to support these efforts and
seek new ways through research, through demonstration, through
standards required in bids for sales to achieve greater access for
handicapped persons to mass transit.

But physical access is only part of the problem.  For
the hearing impaired, we've helped to fund that National Captioninq
Institute.  As a result of the Institute's activities, some television
programs, two of the major networks and the Public Television network
are already being captioned and they will add more hours everyday so
the deaf people,with a special device on their own television-sets,
:an have captioned programs to enjoy and to learn.
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